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Inasmuch as it's even possible to way. She's there!™ The restoration
mﬂ:‘iﬂlrﬂﬂimlhip'iﬂi is a living. verdant valentine to her
.ﬂnglctw,:hﬂcimphﬂn grandmother.
ﬂ:nperfﬂﬂjrt.el:jﬂphlﬁlhﬂ

-ithhrrinudpumﬂ.m garden

and Larry Esmaonde-White: alittle i« everything wants to grow, and

Sahra (maybe seven — she can’t il‘.-&nﬂ:ﬁmnnedﬂlﬂnﬂd!,'

remember) is riding on the back  says

of a pony in the dining room of her wlmﬁwfﬂ?ﬂ‘nﬂ'
farmhouse. Teddy. mother a gift by saying ‘Don’t

picture),

I've seen three happier creaturesin freedoms and possibilities, but

the same frame Talsorealizethat it turned out to be the st

reserveaspecial kind of jealousy for =Committing to something is its
who haveriddenaponyin own freedom.”

their house. (I feel I must add here All of this talk about freedom

that when I was achild, my grand- makes me think about our collec-

il

motherwould hardly let me eat in tive lack of it over this past yeal. ; -
J her dining room let alone arrive at 1f these have been times largely T £ 4
the table on horseback) “Thiswas  defined by privations and scarcity i FROM THE ARCY

something a kid would think up.” and tedium, the gardens — in their I}
remembers Sahra. “But it wasn't, abundance and ictability — T
‘Oh, Grandma, can we please provide a refuge from the tyranny \ ;
hringl]:npun}r'mﬁrdjnner?'l‘his of sameness. Weare atthe pointin
washeridea! Mygrandmotherwas  the pandemic where we are flat-
havinga ball! Teddywas havinga  lining from long-haul exhaustion,
ball! Everybodywas havinga balll” suffering from a condition that

It's the kind of vignette — of writer Adam Grant has defined

| silliness and madeap  as “languishing” — the malaise of

tharm — that seems likeit trotted  stasis — and what has lately felt to

off the pages of Gerald Durrell’s me like the unbearable beigeness

memoir “My Family and Other of being. But there is nothing beige

Animals.” Sahra remembers the inagarden. “In agarden, the world

house and gardens in Kemptville, isn't flat anymore!” says Sahra. “Tf

Ont., where she spent so many a flower blooms: you're up! You're

happy summers as a child, as always up and down. Youmay have

being as full of antiques as it was disappointments —my caulifiower

of animals. “The animals would  didn't growlastyear—butyoucan
just come in straight from the alwaysstartagain.” Andatatime so
garden, dirt and all! There were fertilewithendings, agardenoffers
no restrictions. My childhood had thecmnpanmshlp—anﬂmnsda-
many constraints, but my grand-  tion —ofbeginnings. - :
mother’s house was an escape. It Butit'stheend, notthe beginning,
wasfreedom.” Thatsamefreedom, ofthe season that Sahralovesbest,
that breathing-out sense of the when syrupylate-August sunshine
worldopeningup, still greetsSahra ~ filtersthroughthemapletreesand
when she goes up the drivewayof the hummingbirds careerthrough
hergrandparents’houseandtothe  the pink phlox and lavender. “The

British country gardens she has  hummingbirds are sohappyinmy

now resolved torestore,bedbybed. ~ grandmother’s garden,” she says.

Sahraisafitnessinstructorand Theyareallsurelyhavingaball.
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